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announcement was made of Ripon's secession to the
Roman Catholic Church.

That it should be received with a storm of Protestant
anger was, in any case, inevitable. Ripon was a Peer
and an ex-Cabinet Minister whose loyalty to the
strictest form of Anglicanism had never been questioned
or suspected outside a very narrow circle of his rela-
tives and intimate friends. But this was not all. He
was also Grand Master of the English Freemasons, and
in this capacity was popularly regarded as embodying
with peculiar definiteness not merely dissent from, but
actual hostility to, the Roman Church. This aspect
of his conversion extended the public wrath far beyond
the field of conscious Protestantism. Freemasonry was
regarded, more or less accurately, as a citadel of religious
toleration and political democracy, and hence the fact
that Ripon had to resign his Grand Mastership before
he was received into the Catholic Church : was widely
denounced as justifying all the darkest apprehensions of
Papal interference on the side of reaction in civil politics.

Here, again, his loyalty had been held to be unim-
peachable. He had never been a faineant Mason*
Indeed, so earnest and punctilious was he in all the
offices he held in the Craft that his private secretary,
Seton, found it necessary to become a Freemason in
order to keep pace with his chiefs engagements.8 Ripon
was initiated in the Lodge of Truth (No, 521) at the

* This was accidental, Ripon, OB the advice of the Junior Grand
Warden, whom he took into his confidence, had intended to postpone the
resignation until after his reception into the Roman Church, but at the last
moment it was found that the resignation could only be received in Open
Lodge and the only date available in the circumstances was September 2,
six days before the ceremony of his conversion took place. The decision
was taken so hurriedly that even the Prince of Wales, who was heir pre-
sumptive to the Grand Mastership, was not informed. Ripon wrote to
the.Prince a letter of apology and explanation on September 15, 1874.

a Sir Bruce Maxwell Seton, Bart., a principal clerk in the War Office.
He become Ripon's private secretary in 1859, and retained the post, with
occasional short intervals, until 1873. His relations with his Chief were
extremely confidential. The above statement was made by him to the
'present writer.